
Western Academy 2019 Summer Reading Assignment 

Entering Fourth 

 

The Summer Reading Assignment is designed to cultivate a love of reading among our students and 

prepare them for the fall academic culture at Western Academy.  The books, stories and poems have 

been carefully selected to foster an enjoyable and thoughtful reading experience.  All readings and 

journal entries are due the first day of school.   

 

Here are the steps to complete this assignment successfully. 

 

~ Obtain an authentic leather journal with ruled pages.  Minimum size must by 5 in. by 8 in. 
 

~ Read all assigned books, stories, and poems listed on the next page. 
 

~ Write one thoughtful journal entry for each assigned book. 
 

~ Copy one of the poems, word for word, into your journal. 
 

~ Memorize one poem to recite for the first week of school.  Practice reciting it to your family. 
 

~ Write a family story and be prepared to tell it on the first day of classes.  It can be any length. 
 

~ Label & Date each entry in your journal. 
 

~ Draw a line between each entry in your journal. 
 

~ Receive extra credit for reading other books from the extra reading book list (at the end of this 

document) and writing extra journal entries.  
 

~ Receive extra credit for any colored drawings done in your journal, including maps. 
 
 

Journal entry length and suggestions 
 

 

When sitting down to write your journal entry, don’t get caught up in how long it should be.  That is 

the wrong approach!  You’ve just finished reading a book and you should have plenty of thoughts in 

your head about the story, the characters, the setting, and the themes that have been brought to life in 

your imagination.  All you need to do now is write down your reflections.  Here are a few suggestions 

for your journal entry.   
 

• Did you enjoy the book?  Why or why not?   

• What did you think of the characters?   

• Who was your favorite character? What did you like about that character? 

• What did you learn from this book? 

• What could you criticize in this book?  Did you disagree with anything?  

• If you could speak with the author, what would you ask him or her? 

• What part of this book would you most like to live out?   
 

By the time you are done reflecting, you almost surely will have written one paragraph (which is the 

minimum journal entry length). 

 

Journal entry DOs and DON’Ts 
 

DO  write clearly and neatly 

DON’T  give plot or story summary (we already know the story – we want to know what you think!) 

DO  draw a line after each entry 

DO  put a date on each entry 

DO  label each entry like this: Reflection on ___(Book Title)___ 

 



If you order from Blue Willow Bookshop before May 8th, books will be delivered for free to your son’s 

homeroom.  The school will receive 15% of sales for any WA family purchases made through May 31st! 

 

Stories: 

• By the Great Horn Spoon! by Sid Fleischman; Suggested ISBN 9780316286121 

• The Black Stallion by Walter Farley; Suggested ISBN 9780679813439 

• Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder; Suggested ISBN 9780060581824 

 

Poems:  

• “Be Strong” by M.D. Babcock 

• “George Washington” by Stephen & Rosemary Benet 

• “Jim” by Hilaire Belloc 

• “The Arrow and the Song” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

EVALUATION: The journal will be graded for completeness, thoughtfulness, and neatness. 

 

Summer Reading Assignment Grading Rubric 
 

Assignment Label Date Complete Thoughtful Neat/Line Drawn Total 

By the Great Horn Spoon! /1 /1 /5 /10 /3    /20 

The Black Stallion /1 /1 /5 /10 /3 /20 

Farmer Boy /1 /1 /5 /10 /3 /20 

Copy of Poem /1 /1 /5  /3 /10 

Family Story* /1 /1 /5 
 Storytelling 

/5 
/3 /15 

Poem Recitation*   /15   /15 

TOTAL SCORE /5 /5 /40 /35 /15 /100 
 

*The telling of the family story and the poem recitation will take place the first days of school.  
 

Other suggested books (for extra reading): 

 

Peter Pan by James Barrie 

Viking Adventure by Clyde Robert Bulla 

The Enormous Egg by Oliver Butterworth 

The Singing Hill by Meindert DeJong 

Ginger Pye by Eleanor Estes 

The Moffats by Eleanor Estes 

The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman 

My Side of the Mountain by Jean C. George 

Justin Morgan Had a Horse by Marguerite Henry 

Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry 

The Boy Knight by G.A. Henty 

The Box of Delights by John Masefield 

The Centerburg Tales by Robert McCloskey 

Gentle Ben by Walt Morey 

Water Buffalo Days by Huynh Quang Nhuong 

Men of Iron by Howard Pyle 

Cricket in Times Square by George Selden 

Escape from Warsaw by Ian Serraillier 

The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier 

The Minstrel in the Tower by Gloria Skurzynski 

Buffalo Knife by William O. Steele 

Flaming Arrows by William O. Steele 

Winter Danger by William O. Steele
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Be Strong 
by Maltbie D. Babcock 

 
Be strong! 
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift; 
We have hard work to do and loads to lift; 
Shun not the struggle, face it, ’tis God’s gift. 
Be strong, be strong, be strong! 
 
Be strong! 
Say not the days are evil—who’s to blame? 
And fold the hands and acquiesce—O shame! 
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God’s name. 
Be strong, be strong, be strong! 
 
Be strong! 
It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong, 
How hard the battle goes, the day, how long; 
Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow comes the song. 
Be strong, be strong, be strong! 
 
 
George Washington 

by Rosemary and Stephen Vincent Benet 
 
Sing hey! for bold George Washington,  
That jolly British tar,  
King George’s famous admiral  
From Hull to Zanzibar!  
No – wait a minute – something’s wrong –   
George wished to sail the foam.  
But, when his mother thought, aghast,  
Of Georgie shinning up a mast,  
Her tears and protests flowed so fast  
That George remained at home.  
  
Sing ho! for grave Washington,  
The staid Virginia squire,  
Who farms his fields and hunts his hounds  
And aims at nothing higher!  
Stop, stop, it’s going wrong again!  
George liked to live on farms,  
But, when the Colonies agreed  
They could and should and would be freed,  
They called on George to do the deed  
And George cried ―Shoulder arms!  



  
Sing ha! for Emperor Washington,  
That hero of renown,  
Who freed his land from Britain’s rule  
To win a golden crown!  
No, no, that’s what George might have won  
But didn’t, for he said,  
―There’s not much point about a king,  
They’re pretty but they’re apt to sting  
And, as for crowns – the heavy thing  
Would only hurt my head.  
 
Sing ho! for our George Washington!  
(At last I’ve got it straight.)  
The first in war, the first in peace,  
The goodly and the great.  
But, when you think about him now,  
From here to Valley Forge,  
Remember this – he might have been 
A highly different specimen, 
And, where on earth would we be, then? 
I’m glad that George was George. 
 
 
 
Jim 

by Hilaire Belloc 
 

There was a Boy whose name was Jim; 
His Friends were very good to him. 
They gave him Tea, and Cakes, and Jam, 
And slices of delicious Ham, 
And Chocolate with pink inside 
And little Tricycles to ride, 
And read him Stories through and through, 
And even took him to the Zoo-- 
But there it was the dreadful Fate 
Befell him, which I now relate. 
 
You know--or at least you ought to know, 
For I have often told you so-- 
That Children never are allowed 
To leave their Nurses in a Crowd; 
Now this was Jim's especial Foible, 
He ran away when he was able, 
And on this inauspicious day 
He slipped his hand and ran away! 



 
He hadn't gone a yard when--Bang! 
With open Jaws, a lion sprang, 
And hungrily began to eat 
The Boy: beginning at his feet. 
Now, just imagine how it feels 
When first your toes and then your heels, 
And then by gradual degrees, 
Your shins and ankles, calves and knees, 
Are slowly eaten, bit by bit. 
No wonder Jim detested it! 
No wonder that he shouted “Hi” 
 
The Honest Keeper heard his cry, 
Though very fat he almost ran 
To help the little gentleman. 
“Ponto!” he ordered as he came 
(For Ponto was the Lion's name), 
“Ponto!” he cried, with angry Frown, 
“Let go, Sir! Down, Sir! Put it down!” 
The Lion made a sudden stop, 
He let the Dainty Morsel drop, 
And slunk reluctant to his Cage, 
Snarling with Disappointed Rage. 
But when he bent him over Jim, 
The Honest Keeper's Eyes were dim. 
The Lion having reached his Head, 
The Miserable Boy was dead! 
 
When Nurse informed his Parents, they 
Were more Concerned than I can say:-- 
His Mother, as She dried her eyes, 
Said, “Well--it gives me no surprise, 
He would not do as he was told!” 
His Father, who was self-controlled, 
Bade all the children round attend 
To James's miserable end, 
And always keep a-hold of Nurse 
For fear of finding something worse. 

 
 

The Arrow and the Song 
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 
I shot an arrow into the air,  
It fell to earth, I knew not where;  
For, so swiftly it flew, the sight  



Could not follow it in its flight.  
 
I breathed a song into the air,  
It fell to earth, I knew not where;  
For who has sight so keen and strong,  
That it can follow the flight of song?  
 
Long, long afterward, in an oak  
I found the arrow, still unbroke;  
And the song, from beginning to end,  
I found again in the heart of a friend. 
 
 

 


