
Western Academy 2019 Summer Reading Assignment 

Entering Third 

 

The Summer Reading Assignment is designed to cultivate a love of reading among our students and 

prepare them for the fall academic culture at Western Academy.  The books, stories and poems have 

been carefully selected to foster an enjoyable and thoughtful reading experience.  All readings and 

journal entries are due the first day of school.   

 

Here are the steps to complete this assignment successfully. 

 

~ Obtain an authentic leather journal with ruled pages.  Minimum size must by 5 in. by 8 in. 
 

~ Draw and Color at least one picture for each book (you need draw for only one fable) and poem 

(any scene or character).  There should be at least seven drawings by the end of the summer. 
 

~ Describe each drawing (briefly…any length).  Place the description immediately after the drawing. 
 

~ Copy one of the poems, word for word, into your journal. 
 

~ Memorize one poem to recite for the first week of school.  Practice reciting it to your family. 
 

~ Prepare a family story to tell the first week of school.  This can be gathered from a parent, 

grandparent, relative, etc.  Many boys have enjoyed telling stories about adventures their 

parents/relatives had as children, war stories, interesting family trips, etc.  

 

Suggestions for enjoyable completion of summer work: 

 

~  Read the poems aloud and discuss at the family dinner table. 

~  Read (or have a parent read) some of the stories aloud (unabridged audio books can also be used) 

while the student reads along with his book. 

~ Set up a schedule early in the summer (for example: 30 minutes of reading in the morning, 

Monday through Thursday, journal drawings and descriptions on Fridays). 

 

Stories: 

• Aesop’s Fables selections: 

o The Fox and the Grapes (page 1) 

o The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs (2) 

o The Mice in Council (4)  

o The Lion and the Mouse (16) 

o The North Wind and the Sun (18) 

o The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing (24) 

o The Slave and the Lion (31) 

o The Shepherd’s Boy and the Wolf (41) 

o Father and Sons (49) 

o The Dog in the Manger (60) 

o The Frogs Asking for a King (62) 

o The Hare and the Tortoise (92) 

o The Town Mouse and the Country 

Mouse (112) 

o The Grasshopper and the Ants (125) 

NOTE: The Dover Children’s Classics edition, with introduction by G.K. Chesterton is required and 

matches with the above page numbers. Suggested ISBN 9780486472546 

• Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder. Suggested ISBN 9780060581800 

• Old Yeller by Fred Gipson. Suggested ISBN 9780060935474 

 

Poems:  

• “Fable” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

• “Mr. Nobody” 

• “The Caterpillar” by C.G. Rossetti 

• “The Eagle” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 

EVALUATION: The journal will be graded for completeness, thoughtfulness, and neatness. 

https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780486472546
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780060581800
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780060935474


Summer Reading Assignment Grading Rubric (sample…teacher will complete) 
 

Assignment Label Date Drawing Description Neat/Line Drawn Total 

Aesop’s Fables  /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Little House in the Big Woods /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Old Yeller /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Poem: Fable  /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Poem: Mr. Nobody  /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Poem: The Caterpillar  /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Poem: The Eagle /1 /1 /3 /3 /2    /10 

Copy of Poem /1 /1   /8 /10 

Family Story*      /10 

Poem Recitation*      /10 

      TOTAL SCORE /100 
 

*The telling of the family story and the poem recitation will take place the first days of school.  
 

If you order from Blue Willow Bookshop before May 8th, books will be delivered for free to your son’s 

homeroom.  The school will receive 15% of sales for any WA family purchases made through May 31st! 

 

Other suggested books (for extra reading): 
 

The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 

All Alone by Claire Huchet Bishop 

Twenty and Ten by Claire Huchet Bishop 

A Lion to Guard Us by Clyde Robert Bulla    

Riding the Pony Express by Clyde Robert Bulla 

The Secret Valley by Clyde Robert Bulla 

Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl 

The Lion in the Box by Marguerite De Angeli 

The White Stallion of Lipizza by Marguerite Henry 

St. George and the Dragon by Margaret Hodges 

Minn of the Mississippi by Holling Clancy Holling 

Paddle-to-the-Sea by Holling Clancy Holling 

Seabird by Holling Clancy Holling 

Tree in the Trail by Holling Clancy Holling 

Smoky the Cow Horse by Will James 

How the Forest Grew by William Jasperjohn 

Alexander the Great by Andrew Langley 

The Voyages of Dr. Dolittle by Hugh Lofting 

House at Pooh Corner by A.A. Milne 

Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat 

The Borrowers by Mary Norton 

Beaver of Weeping Water by Marian Rumsey 

A Triumph for Falvius by Caroline Dale Snedeker 

Stuart Little by E.B. White
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https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780375847530
https://www.amazon.com/All-Alone-Claire-Huchet-Bishop/dp/0590457071/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524761687&sr=1-1&keywords=all+alone+bishop
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780140310764
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780064403337
https://www.amazon.com/Riding-Express-Clyde-Robert-Bulla/dp/1887840400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773087&sr=1-1&keywords=Riding+the+Pony+Express
https://www.amazon.com/The-Secret-Valley/dp/1887840702/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773108&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Secret+Valley
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780142410349
https://www.amazon.com/Lion-Box-Marguerite-Angeli/dp/0385033176/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773196&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Lion+in+the+Box
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9781481403917
https://www.amazon.com/Saint-George-Dragon-Margaret-Hodges/dp/0316367958/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773264&sr=1-1&keywords=St.+George+and+the+Dragon
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780395273999
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780395292037
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780395266816
https://www.amazon.com/Tree-Trail-Holling-C/dp/039554534X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773376&sr=1-1&keywords=Tree+in+the+Trail
https://www.amazon.com/Smoky-Cowhorse-Will-James/dp/1416949410/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773394&sr=1-1&keywords=Smoky+the+Cow+Horse
https://www.amazon.com/How-Forest-Grew-William-Jaspersohn/dp/0590460498/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773420&sr=1-1&keywords=How+the+Forest+Grew
https://www.amazon.com/Alexander-Great-Greatest-Ruler-Ancient/dp/0195214021/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1524773493&sr=1-1
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780440400028
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780140361223
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780440413615
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780152047375
https://www.amazon.com/Weekly-reader-childrens-presents-Weeping/dp/B0007I81KG/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773870&sr=1-1&keywords=Beaver+of+Weeping+Water
https://www.amazon.com/Triumph-Flavius-Caroline-Dale-Snedeker/dp/097790007X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524773909&sr=1-1&keywords=a+triumph+for+flavius
https://www.bluewillowbookshop.com/book/9780064400565


	
	
	
	

	
3rd	Grade	Summer	Poems	

	
Caterpillar	
Fable	

Mr.	Nobody	
The	Eagle	

	
	

 
 
 

  



Caterpillar	
by Christina Rossetti 

 
Brown and furry 
Caterpillar in a hurry, 
Take your walk 
To the shady leaf, or stalk, 
Or what not, 
Which may be the chosen spot. 
No toad spy you, 
Hovering bird of prey pass by you; 
Spin and die, 
To live again a butterfly. 
 
 
Fable	

by Ralph Waldo Emmerson 
 
The mountain and the squirrel    
Had a quarrel;    
And the former called the latter ‘Little Prig.’  
Bun replied,    
‘You are doubtless very big;           
But all sorts of things and weather    
Must be taken in together,    
To make up a year    
And a sphere.    
And I think it no disgrace    
To occupy my place.    
If I’m not so large as you,    
You are not so small as I,    
And not half so spry.    
I’ll not deny you make    
A very pretty squirrel track;    
Talents differ; all is well and wisely put;    
If I cannot carry forests on my back,    
Neither can you crack a nut.’ 
 
 
Mr. Nobody	

by Christina Rossetti 
 

I know a funny little man,  
    As quiet as a mouse,  
Who does the mischief that is done  
    In everybody’s house!  
There’s no one ever sees his face,  



    And yet we all agree  
That every plate we break was cracked  
    By Mr. Nobody.  
 
’Tis he who always tears out books,  
    Who leaves the door ajar,  
He pulls the buttons from our shirts,  
    And scatters pins afar;  
That squeaking door will always squeak,  
    For prithee, don’t you see,  
We leave the oiling to be done  
    By Mr. Nobody.  
 
He puts damp wood upon the fire 
   That kettles cannot boil; 
His are the feet that bring in mud, 
   And all the carpets soil. 
The papers always are mislaid; 
   Who had them last, but he? 
There’s no one tosses them about 
   But Mr. Nobody. 
 
The finger marks upon the door  
    By none of us are made;  
We never leave the blinds unclosed,  
    To let the curtains fade.  
The ink we never spill;   the boots  
    That lying round you see  
Are not our boots,—they all belong  
    To Mr. Nobody. 

 
 

The Eagle	
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 
He clasps the crag with crooked hands;  
Close to the sun in lonely lands,  
Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.  
 
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;  
He watches from his mountain walls,  
And like a thunderbolt he falls.  

 


